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Housekeeping Tips
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Close other apps to 
improve your internet 
connection (email, Word, 
internet browser tabs, 
etc.).

The webinar is being 
recorded — you’ll 
receive the link after the 
session.

Use the Q&A box to submit 
questions for the presenters. 
(Chat is open for comments, but 
Q&A is best for questions.)

Turn on captions: click 
the “CC/Live Transcript” 
button at the bottom of 
your screen.

Need help? Post in the chat, and our team will assist.



Meet Your Presenters
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Bobby Koeth III

Senior Product Manager for the 
Trust for the National Mall

Dr. Melaney Sanchez

School Librarian                             
Mount Harmony Elementary



POLL: Getting to Know You
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What grade band 
do you teach?

Have you 
ever been to 
the National 

Mall?



What is the National Mall 
Gateway?

A free, first-of-its-kind digital and onsite civic 
learning platform connecting students, 
educators, families, and visitors to the history 
and democratic ideals of the National Mall.

Created in partnership between the Trust for 
the National Mall and the National Park 
Service
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gateway.nationalmall.org



Why We Built It

• Brings "America’s Front Yard" beyond its physical 
borders, a true equalizer that puts the Mall within 
reach of any classroom, regardless of geography or 
budget

• Launched September 17, 2025, on Constitution Day, 
and has already reached more than 12,000 users

• A living history classroom: free and 100% web-
based, so cost and distance are never a barrier

• Virtual tours, digital maps, and educational 
activities bring the nation's history into any 
classroom, grade band, or subject
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gateway.nationalmall.org



& virtual tours

Gateway Features
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& Mall Moments



Bring America’s Front Yard into Your Classroom
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Free for educators, students, parents … and everyone!

gateway.nationalmall.org
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Calvert County, Maryland
645 students, Pre-K — 5th grade

2023–2024  “National Mall Night”
Intro to the National Mall, students became published authors

2024–2025 “National Mall Night”
Study of women in American History, designed monuments to women

2025–2026  “Liberty & Legacy Night”
Celebrating America’s 250th Study of 3 Branches of Government
& the Declaration of Independence

2026–2027 “Living the Legacy Night”
Women such as Marian Anderson, Maya Lin & Eleanor Roosevelt

Mount Harmony 
Elementary



Field Trips | 25 to Date, 3 to Go! 

Before the 
Gateway 

• Books
• YouTube
• Learning 

platforms
• Apps not 

designed for 
education

With the Gateway in 
2025

• Current information
• Vetted materials
• Interactive
• Student choice
• Educator focused 
• Cross-curricular resources
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Tour the Gateway & See the Features in Action!
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Which Memorial would you like to tour?

Martin Luther King, Jr. MemorialFranklin Delano Roosevelt 
MemorialThomas Jefferson Memorial



Free, High-Quality 
Educational Resources 

• Access free teaching materials 
• Save planning time 
• Use trusted historical content 
• Adapt materials for classroom 

use 
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Accessible for EVERY 
classroom 

• Explore monuments and 
memorials virtually  

• Make distant places accessible  
• Prepare students for field trips 
• Extend learning after a visit 
• Explore even when travel isn’t 

possible 
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Mall Moments | Lesser-Known Stories From Our 
Nation’s Past 
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Strengthen History and 
Civics Instruction 

• Connect the past to the present 
• Make democracy tangible  
• Explore multiple perspectives 
• Promote informed citizenship—

my students know that they are 
“history shapers”

• Support America250 learning  
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4th Grade 
Lesson 
Using the 
Gateway
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3rd Grade 
Lesson
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Inspire Student Inquiry, 
Critical Thinking & 
Enthusiasm 

• Encourage students to ask questions 
• Develop research skills 
• Analyze primary and secondary 

sources  
• Support project-based learning 
• Promote meaningful discussion 
• Become experts on the National Mall 
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POLL: Which Gateway feature are you most 
excited to explore? 
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Mall Moments Virtual 
Tours

Educational 
Activities

Reflection 
Questions

Digital 
Map



Your Classroom’s Front-Row Seat to the 
History, Monuments, and Stories 
That Made Us
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Sign up for your FREE educator 
account and start exploring!

gateway.nationalmall.org



Create a Free Account & 
Claim Your Swag Bag
• A cloth map to hang on the wall, so students can 

see just how much history is packed into the Mall.

• Sticker sheets perfect for icebreakers and 
student rewards.

• Baseball cards with stunning photos and fast 
facts, great for bell ringers and conversation 
starters.

• Paper maps, magnets & more! 
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gateway.nationalmall.org



Questions?
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Upcoming Virtual Classrooms 
Hosted by the National Park Service

Halloween History and Haunts on 
the National Mall

Thursday, October 29, 11:00 a.m.–11:45 
a.m. ET

25

From Rosie the Riveter to National 
Remembrance: Teaching America's 
World War II Story

Thursday, November 5, 6:30 p.m.–7:15 
p.m. ET


	Slide 1: From Monuments to Memorable Learning Moments
	Slide 2: Housekeeping Tips
	Slide 3: Meet Your Presenters
	Slide 4: POLL: Getting to Know You
	Slide 5: What is the National Mall Gateway?
	Slide 6: Why We Built It
	Slide 7: & virtual tours
	Slide 8: Bring America’s Front Yard into Your Classroom
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Field Trips | 25 to Date, 3 to Go! 
	Slide 12: Tour the Gateway & See the Features in Action!
	Slide 13: Free, High-Quality Educational Resources 
	Slide 15: Accessible for EVERY classroom 
	Slide 16: Mall Moments | Lesser-Known Stories From Our Nation’s Past 
	Slide 17: Strengthen History and Civics Instruction 
	Slide 18: 4th Grade Lesson Using the Gateway
	Slide 19: 3rd Grade Lesson
	Slide 20: Inspire Student Inquiry, Critical Thinking & Enthusiasm 
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: POLL: Which Gateway feature are you most excited to explore? 
	Slide 23: Your Classroom’s Front-Row Seat to the History, Monuments, and Stories  That Made Us   
	Slide 24: Create a Free Account &  Claim Your Swag Bag
	Slide 25: Questions?
	Slide 26: Upcoming Virtual Classrooms  Hosted by the National Park Service

